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homed Khan when relieved from the pressure of misfortune, did not pursue his object of obtaining the protection of the English., with the same ardour he at first exhibited., and the negotiations that ensued were never matured into any engagement during his life; yet the knowledge of his being in constant communication with the public officers of the British Government was no slight shield, as it deterred his most powerful enemies from attacking him. (114) Captain Duff states, that (115) -As long as he was threatened by Sindiah, he not only appeared to accede to the terms, but gave out that he was under the protection of the British ; but when the danger subsided, he objected to the surrender of a fort, and the negotiation terminated. ** The failure of this arrangement, prevented the prosecution of any plan of settlement with Govind Rao, IN ana at this period/* (116) It does not appear why Vizier
(114)    This is an error.     It required more than any such supposed promise of protection: for even the Marquess's declaration, but just prevented Bhopal being attacked:  the obstacle to the conclusion of any fixed engagement, is explained by note 106 !
(115)  Vol. 3, p. 393.
(116)    Govind Rao, the Nana of Jaloun did afterwards ; Prinsep, p. 229.    But Vizier Mahomed was perfectly sincere in his desire to place himself under our protection, ever since he first solicited it in 1805 ; and in 1809, when Colonel Close crossed the Nerbuddah, and the Nagpoor force was in his country, he again pressed it. Malcolm, says, p. 395, (1809,) speaking of the rejection of " all his propositions which he then made, and often repeated during the seven years of his arduous and unsupported struggles, to maintain